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Parsiouncr of the Councii, in the 
1. Lay \d of Mont/errat. 
CONTAINING 
An impartial NaznaTtive of his Behaviour in * 
that Station 


TOGETHER WITH 


An AccouxT of the ſeveral Steps taken to procure his 
Suff enſion. 


AND ALSO 
or I ES of the IuPEACHNMENT e gainſt him, ON 
e Aflembly of Wont/er1 at, IG Go vernor T 1 OM As, and th 
Couneil of the II 
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Capta in FRY E's ANSWER thereto; 


. OI 1 
10 Which Are added, 


7 Account of the Proofs given in yupport of the ſaid 


MPEACHMENT, and the other PROCEEDINGS had 
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GEORGE FRYE, Eſq; 


EORGE FR YE, 1 a native of 
Montferr at, enjoyed: im: ul eſtate 
in that AKA by inheritince from 

ther, who was Preſident oi the 


his fath 
council there 2 many Years. 

But a war breaking out againſt Shan, be 
quitted that and his f amily to ſerve as a volt 
tier in the expedition againſt Car Dag, NA; 
where he cd a mut out, and ſo great! 
recommended kimfſc]t to ( Sd Ventwarth, 
the commander in chief, by his behaviour 
upon that oceafion, that he promoted him to 
a lieutenancy, and afterwards to the firſt heu- 
_ tenancy of a company in General /7o//e's ma- 
rines, in which ſervice he expended at leaſt 
1000 l. more than his pay, 

After that expedition Was over, he was or- 
dered on board a man of \ ar, in the daadro n 
then commanded by Sir Chalner Cote, who, 
on ſome diſgult, Leda TrounGdlets Come 
pas againſt him; and het "Cl 
him to a trial (aiter having made him $i r 
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months impriſonment) by a ſea court-martial, 
who, by the Admiral's Procurement, pro- 
nounced a ſentence againſt him ; the cruelty of 
which has never been parallel d; in conſe- 
quence whereof he was ſent home a priſoner 
to England, there to ſufſer 15 years impriſon-— 
ment. 

But the injuſtice of that ſentence manifeſt] 
appearing, upon an examination into the =" 
affair before the ee il, his Maje ity, by 
an order of that board, ate d the 7th of No- 
vember, 1744, Was gr . pleaſed to remit 
the ſentence oi the court-me rtial, and order 
Mr. Frye to be forthwith diſchs .rged from his 
confinement, and lions to his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice. | 

Mr. Frye, not Du 8 ; able to obtain the leaſt 
reparation from the perion who had thus cruelly 
inſured him by any he means, determined 
to ſeek it in our courts of juſtice, where he 
recovered damages for the ſame by the verdict 
of a jury *; 

When a ſcheme was ſet on foot in Englan 
for making another attempt to dit over a north 


* Thi. 5 cauſe Was wiec betore 1 Ord Chie F Juſtice Ii illes, 
who, upon ſumming up to evidence, declared it as his opi- 
nien, that Captain "By was intitled to much larger da- 
mages; but ſaid, that s he was intitled to recover heavy 
damage 5 againft every one Po the tos Ather members, who 
(wich! Sir Chaloner ) compoted the court-martial which con- 
demned him, it would not be ri nt to mate him an adequate 
recompence for his 1 118 at the expence of Sir Chaloner 
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welt paſſage {after Captaui Aidaleton's had 


miſcarried) Arthur Dov! bs, Eſq; now governor 


of North Carolina, applied to Vir. Frye to take 
upon himſelf the conduct © of it and upon his 
conſenting thereto, petitioned his Majeſty to 


give him an inde pendent company for that ſer- 


vice, and a commiflion to command as go- 
vernor of all the countries which ſhould be 
diſcovered in the ſearch: This petition was 
granted by his Majeity, and a notification there- 
of was ſent to the ſecretary of ſtate; an order 
was alſo diſpatched to the admiralty for making 
a draught from the mary 1 ; to fill his inde» 
pendens 3 but as he had been gr ro itly 
injured, Was na atural Sr 1 _ who Wh fone 
him w: 3 to cread the confequences of his 
reſentment ; nor is there any thing more na- 
tural than Ct of the man we fe ar: it 18 
not therefore wonderful that Mr. Frye had ene- 
mies; theſe enemies had power and influence, 
both of Which were exerted upon this occa- 
ſion to fruſtrate his Majeſty's intentions, —and 
they ſucceeded. | 

An expedition being afterwards inten ied 
againſt Canada, General St. Clair, w 
to have commanded there in, inten 1ded M T. Frye 
for one of his Aids- de --Camp but that cxpedt- 
tion was laid atide. 


W hiift the late rebellion was on foot, Mr. 


Frye was choſen, on account of his Known 
loyalty and military ates, to command a 
company compoled of one : | 
of the woſt wealthy, loyal, and con'iderabic 
citizens of Lonain, who (1 med 7507 the ictence 
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( 4] 
whom were Sir Joſeph Hankey, Mr. 11 


and many others of diſtinguiſhed eminence ) 
he muſtered and diſciplined ; and they, in re- 
turn, gave him the moit public teſtimonies of 
their approbation = regard. 

After this Mr. Frye was ſo far employed in 
his Majeſty's ſer de As = be appointed to the 
poſt, and to do the duty of a c captain of a com- 
pany in the regiment ſtationed in the Leward 
Hands, fend of an officer who was ſuper- 
annuated ; = without any 0 Or ++ pt for 
the ſame, the former officer being to enjoy full 
pay for life 0 _ this appointment t gave him 
rank, and conſequently created an expence, 
but was no ee un aer advantage to him, he 
being to ſerve without pay till a vacancy hap 

dene 0 by the _ or removal 9 an officer. 

Elis Majet ty Was allo pleaſed to appoint Ca; 
ain Frye to be one of the membe 
council in Montſerrat, and in y 1750, the 
Lords of trade and plantations were pleated to 
ſignify to Giibert Fleming, Fig; then com- 
mander in chief of the Leoward Curibbee lands 
in the ab 3 of General Mattews, that as it 
appeared that his Majeity's mandates granted 
to him to fit in council in that land was of a 
prior date to any of the mandates granted to the 
other members of the c council there, it was his 
Majeſty's pleaſure that he ſhould take prece- 
dence of all the other me mbers, though ſome 
of them had been ſworn in before him; which 
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14 
direction was accordingly con Aplicd with by 
Mr. Bouvercn, who was at that time Prefident, 
and (as it en commander of the iſland in the 
abſence of his ſuperiors (that is to fay, the go- 
vernor 
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[ $1 
vernor and licutenant-governor in chief of all 
the Leeward Caribbee Iſlands, and the lieu- 


tenant-governor of Montſerrat ) he immediately 


reigning his command to Capt, Frye with great 
oliteneſs and good humour, and withdrawing 
þ irnſelf from the council. 

This gentleman 1s a perſon of upright 1 inten- 
tions, and great hoſpitality. 

The next member in precedence after him 
(George Wyke, Eſq;) whole actions beſt ſpeak 
his character, pretended to be diſſatisfied, and 
entered a minute in the * blotter of the council, 
declaring his reſolution never more to take his 
place at that board under Capt. Frye. 

John Bramley, Eſq; brother-in-law to Mr. 
Wyke, (another member of the council) fol- 
iowed the example of his brother-in-law, as he 
has frequently done in other very ex craordinary 


Circumitances. 


The members then remaining were not ſuf- 
ficient, in point of number, to compoſe a coun- 
cil, there being (after er the deſertion of the above 
three gentlemen) only Caz pt. rye, Nicholas 
Daniel Edward Daniel, 2d Wilkam Iriſh, 
qualified to ſit in council; no board whereof 
can tranſact any buſineſs without the preſence 
ot {ve members. 

Hereupon Capt. Fs the preſident, tranſ- 
matted an account of theſe proceedings wh lleu- 
tenant-governor Fleming and en him to 
fill up the vacancies in "the council, that they 
might be thereby enabled to tran! act pu iblic af- 
fairs, 
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[6] 
In anſwer to this remonſtrance, lieutenant- 
governor Fleming wrote to the prelident that he 
would leave the choice of proper perſons to 
fill up thoſe vacancies intirely to him; but the 
preſident not chooſing to give offence in the 
Ifland, by any appearance ot partiality in favour 
of particular perſons, inſtead of filling. up the 
vacancies himſelf, as, thus authorized, he might 
have done, retur ned a lift of five gentlemen to 
the lieutenant-governor, as fit and proper per- 
ſons to ſit in the council, and requeſted him to 
nominate three from amongſt them for that 
purpole, 

The! gentlemen contained in this lift were 
Bend! * Walker, LESSONS James Sha, 


-turgeon, Miilliam Mug: rove, Eſq; wer 4288 


ther, Eta: and WW: h An ( He 2 5 Dd arriſter 
law; all of whom were men of cre _ it and di- 


ſtinction in the iſland, and bore unblemiſhed 
characters. 


The lieutenant-governor, upon receipt of 
this liſt, ſent orders to the preſident to ſwear 
in Mr. Walter as one of he council imme- 


diately; and as he was not acquainted per 


ſonally with any of the ylanders, he bred 
the preſident to join with him any two of the 
remaining four perſc ons in the liſt at his own 
diſcretion. * 

The preſident hereupon ſwore in Mr. al- 
3 and by his admiſſion into the council, 
there being five members upon t the iſland Ua- 
lifie 0 to it, 1 board was immediately 
when Mr. i (one of the bers! r 
que! Reg that Mr. (> ge ye mig! At be e- 
mitted to his leat at the board. 


AD! 
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17 

In this requeſt he was ſeconded by all the 
other members, and Mr. Wye himſelf had alſo 
before privately requeſted the ſame thing of 
the preſident. 

Upon which the preſident reflecting, that 
though a minute of Mr, Jyke's reſig nation had 
been entered in the blotter, yet (as that had 
never been tranſcribed into the council book, 
and was conſequently only to be conſidered as 
a draught, and not as an act of the council) 
they had an undoubted right to reſcind that 
minute, being beſides defirous of obliging the 
members of the council in general, and Mr. 
Iriſh in particular, for whom the preſident had 
a peculiar eſteem, on account of his excellent 
character, and the generous care he took 01 
ſeveral indigent relations, did re-admit Mr. 
Hyke to the council-board. 

this means fix of the ſeven ſeats of the 
council-board (for there are never more chan 
ſeven members of the council at Montſerrat, 
unleſs by his Majeſty” s mandamus) were fill ed 
up, 
Ws then remained oF one vacancy, for 
the un up of which the preſident took the 
a ivice of the council: he, in his own private 
opinion, indeed, preferre d Mr James Shaw to 
the other perſons put in nomination, and ac- 


cordingly recommended him to the other 


members ©f the counc il at the ſame time ac- 
quainting them, that t! xcir inclinations ihould 


govern his choice; and accordingly //*11:911; 


Muſgrove, Eſq; being approved ot by the ma- 
jority of the members preſent, was imme 
diately ſworn in | 
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Of all theſe proceedings the lieutenant- gene- 
ral having received information, fully approved. 

As the king's mandamus for the admiſſion 
of perſons into the council- chamber ſuperce :des 
all appointments from the governor-general of 
the Caribbee Iſlands, or his deputy, in ſuch 
manner, that if fix members fit by mandamus, 
only one of the governor's appointment ought 

to fit with them (to make up the number ſe- 
ven z) and if ſeven or more fit by mandamus, 
no other perſon ought to fit with them; it is 
Ine for all the members of the council, 
who fit by the government's appointment, to 
apply for his Majeſty's mandamus in England 
to confirm them in their ſeats. 

1 pon this principle Meſſrs. Falker and Miuſ- 
grove applied for, and obtained mandamuſes 
1 1 and, 

The preſident alſo having a perſonal regard 
for Meilrs Shaw, Luther and Chambers, by 
his particular recommendation of them to the 
licutenant-general, and an application 00 his 
friends in Lond n, procured mandamus's jor 
them to tit in the council alſo; and by his in- 
terpolition Mr, Sgate's mandamus was ſigned 
precedent to the 1izaature of Mr. Muſgrove's, 


There are in the iſland of Montſerrat about 
* 400 white families, of which not above 140 
tamilies are Proteſtants ; the reſt of the whites 
5 5 dy 124 1 
are all Roman Catholicks; the latter of whom 
being excluded from the Fee ot all places 
of truſt or profit, and in general from all ſhare 


* The exact number of families is not aſcertained, but 
by a poll taken in the year 1752, the number of white per- 
ſons able to bear arms appeared to be 420. 

Ly 
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191 
in the government of the iſſand, have applied 
themſelves much more cloſely to planting and 
trade than the Proteſtants, and thereby many 
af them have out- tripped theſe 9 13d have 
in general better credit than the 

T Is the excluſive ſhare in \ government 
of the und poſſeſſed by the Prot 2{tanis on the 
one hand, and nah advantages in trade acquired 
by the ſuperior induſtry of the KOmAn! Us joined 
to their numbers on the other. AVC fomented 
mutual je; Houle: between the in! habitant pro- 
efiing = v0 religions, WAN have long ſub- 
i, 1d $A * broke out even to t! 
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One remat CESK; in{lance of this mutual ani- 
moſity happened about the vear 1743) When 
One Jams fa Far ett, and his ! 11ter, children of a 
INOMION Catholick family in the Hand, were 

ctected in the commiſſion of the horrid crime 
af {-incett; The unhappy pa pa. Willing to 
conceal the thame of their _ n, intended to 
ave ſhut ap their daughte in a monaſtery, 
and ſent the {on alſo out of the iſland into ſome 
foreign {ſervice ; bat ſeveral of the Proteſtant 
families, and even a maiority of the council, 
nearing of the affair, prevailed on the fon and 
dat 1ghter to turn Proteſtants, under a notion 
that as ſuch the ſon might lawfully diſpoſſeſs 


his OWn father of his inheritance ; "3 under 
colour of n ſcandalous conv. lion; they not 
only maintained the ſon and daughter, and en- 
couraged and received them into their houſes 
in ſpite 01 their 2 rents, Ht tt 411 0 by their 5 5 
commendations che fon to 1 Mauthe 
(who was impoſed upon as to the cauſes &þ lis 
(_. changing 
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changing his religion) procured for him the 

and of the regiment of militia of the 
iſland: nay, fo far were theſe procec dings Car- 
ried, that when the chief juſtice of the iſland 
granted a a warrant for the apprehent! 1160 of the 
daughter (a girl under age) in order to deliver 
her up to her Parcnts, iro whom ſhe was 
witheld ; the marſhal, to whom it was granted, 

refuſed 10 execute it; threats were publickly 
given out, chat any attempt to put it in execu- 
tion ſhould be 01 ppolc d by force; and the chief 
juſtice himſelf, for granting it, was perſonally 
threatened and inſulted in che ſtreets, and forced 
to fly to his own houſe for ſhelter: And what 
more fully expoſes the folly as well as wicked- 
neſs of this tranſaction is, that the unhappy 
ton died a very tew 1 can afterwards ; and upon 
his death-bed abjut od that Proteſtaniſm which 
ie had from the u oft ung orthy motives before 
eſpouſed, and reconciled himſelf to the Romiſh 
faith, in the profeſſion of which he died. 

The Preſident ſceing the height to which 
theſe quarrels were often carried, and being 
convinced of their evil tendency, endea: ured, 
by every means he could devile to reconcile 
theſe religion: diſpuics, and promote a general 
harmony and good correſpondence amo »ngtt 
the e nabitants ; for which p parpoſe it was that 
in his recon amend Won of the ſcveral gentle- 
men abo ve- mentioned to be appointed | mein 
bers of the council, he had pi. irticular regard 
to their eating ald the inclination they in 
tad 5 had 40 promote PSac& and 2 good ne; 18 caves 
bourhood in tlie ifl2nd. For the fue purpose 
Io © Source to act with the ſtricteſt 

impartiality 


impartiality towards people of all denomina- 
tions, and converſed ind. crüminately with every 


one whoſe character did not make it dihonour- 
able ſo to do, without concerning hy nſelf about 


* 
a. 


their particular differences io OPINION, 

This conduct had in ſome meaſure its deſire 
effect; fewer differendcs nappencd ben the 
inhabitants of ee - peat hack lions, and | thoſe 
which did occur were not carried io ſuch vio- 
lent heights as fc | | 

But thou gh the Proteſtants by thefe means, 
as well as by the care taken to reſtrain them 
from the commiſſion of any violences againſt 
the Romaniſts, were brought to a better tem- 

er towards their neighbours, this conduct 
of the Preſident's did not fail to unite again! 
himſelf all that reſentment wh uch had hereto 

fore been ict looſe upon a numerous body of the 
unh whom they had been accuttomed 
to treat as enemies, and could not bear to fee 


1 3 Ky 3 7 „ 1 i} 
the Prefident protect their civil rights as A 2 Js 


men, | 
3 . — P pt : = 12 3 j Ae 7 254 
1 18 CnmILY 01 theirs Occalioned Ireauent 

appil cations to the Preſident from 1 i} of ne 

th 
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great majority of the people t the iſland, and 


* 1 IE 6 

had always enjoyed the free exercue a} ” 
reien row: Its ſirſt ſettlement, and as there 
VE. > Proteitant ichoolmaſters in hs Place, 
the Pr 2 ent t: it it his di . rd 


[++] 


| M1fts of Ao; ne by 11}: uſe ve, 
as they have n cr 
| er 


encral been good as well as 
ghjec ince the revolution, advice: 
Whercof arriving at the ifland, one Garret 
Meet, a leading man amongit them, made 
this {enfible reflection upon it, That whoever 
« was King at Hbitefall, would be King at 
c Montjerrat.” A truth ſo obvious, and 


Which is made ſo deep an 5 eſſion upon 
they TTTHELILCES , Tliat TDevyv Have CYCI L172 Vs 6 been 80 
Verned Hy it ; and particularly in 1712, n 
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COOnG * 1077) ust as » b 1 7 W331) mn vided 3k 


g [ * * 4 * 1 71. "So "_ li 
With vc oc regular recess, and Whom they had 
* P BY, * 'T on . 


y 
However, the rede It? non- compliance 
witli * umour, drew upon hit 
„ ol. 
a ſuſpicion that he was a favourer of the Papiſts; 


— 


A Circumitancc than which nothing could have 
1 i 4 j - 
rendered bim Ons Odious 8 e other inhabi- 


tants, who from the! ncciort began to Hud fault 
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Every trite was made a "A K of Ci ompl aint; 
=]  \ 2 * * * 
And the firſt inſtance of misbehaviour which 


they could {ind to charge him with was this: 
The Preſident, in the year 17 505 having threat- 
ned to puniſh a fellow for his indecency, who, 
under pretence of aſking leave to fifth in his 
private pond, came up to him ſtark naked 
when he was n with his wife; the fel- 
low had the in ſolence to come afterwards to his 
Own houſe, . he told the 11 10 it, that 


the pond in Which he had aſked leave to 1} 
Wag not his own bat a publick pond, 5 that | 
he 


ij „ r 


he (the fellow) would fiſh in it in ſpite of him; 
upon Which the Preſident bid him be gone, 
and not provoke him to puniſh him as he de- 
ſerved: But inſtead of this the fellow advanced 
up to bim with an air of defiance, and re- 

cated his reſolution to fiſh in the pond when 
h pleaſed : The Prefide ent thereupon ordered 
his overſeer (a white man) to correct the fellow 
for his miſbehaviour with his whip, which hc 
accordingly did ; but after PINE five ſtrokes 
the tellow ran for it; and ſo ended this famous 
affair, which, three years afterwards, vvas ſet 
forth in a formal com Nr hon the governor- 
general of the Caribe Han nds as a moſt un- 
heard-of piece of tyra NnGuUs er ny | 

The next complaint was of a more ſerious 
nature. 

In all the Leeward I/iands a regulation bre 
valls to prevent perſons from: getting into debt, 
and then defrauding their creditors by quitting 
the country ; which is, that no one ſhall be 
permitted to embark tor any other part of the 
world without previoully g giving fourteen days 
notice of their intention ie ſecretary's office : 
and to make this regulation more effectual, 
the maſters of all veſſels which arrive in the 
iſlands are obliged to give ſecurity, to take no 
perſons on board without a ticket or nen 
of their having giver. ſuch a regular notice 
howeve Hh this, like m any other inſtitutions of 
an old date, has | been lately much neglected, 
and . is but ſeldom attended to, except 
. nere thoſe who apply for a a paſfage from theie 

lands are gene: -ally reputed to be in bad or 
Joubrfal { Clircumitances, 
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It happened that Capt. Sarmel Woodward, 
owner of a ſhallop waich traced among the' 
* d Iſlands, had given 2000 J. ſecur ity in 
the 1 18 retary's office at Se. Kitts for his ob- 
ſervance of the above law; he did not e ert 
this veſſel himſelf, but employed a naſter, 
who unluckily took one Raste ho oard at 
$f, Kitts without regarding the regulation, and 
brought him to Montſerrat where Capt. A vod. 
Ward was ſettled. | 

This Rookesby was a fugitive for debt, and a 
fellow of moſt infamous character; and it was 
evident, that anleſs he could be brought back 
to St. Kitts before his creditors could proceed 


at law again, t Capt. Moodeband's ſecurities, 
they would be ſu \bjected to the payment of all 
his debts; they therefore ſent word o Capt. 
Woodward of Rooke 5by's flight aboard his veflel 
the moment they heard of i it; and this intelli- 
gence reached Mont errat an a Sunday, and 
very ſhortly after Rooꝶesby's arrival there. 
Upon this occaſion Capt, Wordzeard applied 
to the Preſident tor his aſſiſtance to tend Kookes- 
by back again; but, though the Preſident Was 
well inclined to do every thing in his power 
towards atiifting Capt. Woodward in an affair 
o maniteitly juſt, he had no authority to 
(C17 upon and ſend any perion cut of the 
end without his own hos however, he 
deviſed an expedient, which was carried into 
2Xecation in the following manner: He granted 
a warrant for the app prene on of Rookesvy as 
a looſe and diſorderly perion ; this warrant 
was executed the fame evening, and Rooesby 
vas brought before the Preſident, who was 
then 


1 

then at a tavern near the beach, and imme- 
diately diſcharged him for want of proof of 
his profligate life, and then quitted the room: 
no looner was his back turned, than two or 
three ſtout fellows, employed by Capt. Mood- 
ward, ſeized on Rookesby, hurried him on 
board a veſſel, and carried him ſafe back to 
St. Kitts. 

The whole of this tranſaction was indiſ- 
putably adviſed by the Preſident, though he 
himſelf did nothing more in it than the grant- 
ing the warrant, and diſcharging the fellow 
when brought before him; all the reſt was 
done by Capt. Woodward, 8 any aſſiſt- 
ance or warrant from him: It müf be a. 
felled indeed that he knew Woodward's inten- 
tions, and that the ſhare he took in the matter 
was pur poſely 0 further the ſucceſs of them. 
Whether in this affair he acted legally or not 
muſt be lett to others. to determine, but yang 
his intentions were praiſe-worthy, and the a 
tion equitable, can admit of no diſpute; as 
tnereby C wt. K:dward and his tecurities 
(who were drawn into a ſnare by the negli- 
Fence of the n e of his veſſel) eſcaped for- 
teiting the penal ty of their bond, and no in- 
1 was done to Rookesby any more than to 
his creditors, who were thereby poſſeſſed of 
that curity upon which h they had g siven 
him © credit, that 15 to is 4-6 11s body. 

After this another affair happened, which 
Moe matter jor loud complaint s againſt 
the Prefident's tyranny and oppreſiion. 

One 4 Many: il Nathaniel Wilks, a clerk to 
Mr. Ea ark Frye, the Preſident's brother, 
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(under whom he had been bred out of charity) 
had bired a veſſel to go down to St. Kitts 
upon his maſter's buſineſs, and the Preſident 
having occaſion to diſpatch a letter to St. Kitts, 
ſent it on board the veſſel by the fort major, 
who delivered it into the hands of a paſſenger 
to be forwarded ; the paſſenger x cave it to the 
maſter, who refuſed to carry it, and returned 
it to the Preſident, telling him, that his refuſal 
was in conſequence of Wilks 8 directions, Who 
at that inſtant coming up, confirmed What the 
maſter ſaid, and added, that no letters ſhould 
be carried in that veſſel but from ſuch people 
as he and his maſter approved of: This flat 
refuſal to perinit what the Preſident, as com- 
mander in chief of the ifland, had a right to 
compe!, drew fome angry words from him, 
which initead of producing lubmiſſion, only 
gave riſe to ſawey antwers : However, at 
length the Preſident, incloſing his letter in a caſe 
directed to the gunner of Base Terre Fort, and 
writing on the cover, © Upon his M. jcfty's 
** ſervice,” the matter of the ſhallop durſt no 
longer refuſe to take it; but Whilſt he went up 
idto the guard- room LO GIVE 4 receipt for it 
Niles went off towards the be ich, where- 
upon the Preſident, being "PP reheniive that 
he intended to go aboard and ſet ſail without 
the maſter, and to evade carry! ing the letter, 
as ſoon as he had got the receipt, haſtened 
down to the tavern upon Fey beac 10 as he 
ſuppoſed Nilꝭs would go in there be gore he 
went aboard; here he accordingly found him, 
and upon his entring into the room told him, 
He ſaw he was not gone yet; to which 
the 


E 

the other making no anſwer, nor ſhewing the 
leaſt token of reſpect, but, on the contrary, 
endeavouring to affront him by the inſolence 
of his geſtures; the Preſident asked him if he 
knew who he was, and told him it was his 
duty to treat him the Preſident) with reſpect: 
to which Mils pertly, anſwered, © he knew 
„ who he (the Prefident) was very well; he 
„ was Mr. Frye.“ The Preſident hereupon 
ordered him to quit the room, which the other 
peremptorily retuled, and called upon the 
company to bear witneſs how he was treated, 
ſaying, the tavern was as free for him as for 
the Pretident ; this he often repeated in the 
moſt vociferous manner, adding to it ſuch an 
e of behaviour as oughit never to be ſuf- 
fered by a magiſtrate. 

The Prefident therefore thought it incum- 
bent upon him to maintain the dignity of the 
office he bore, and conſequently declared he 
would commit Vs for his contempt; he ac- 
cordingly fat down to a table to write a war- 
rant for that purpoſe, when Hts, with an 
effrontery of which there arc but few examples, 
unpudently ſeated himſelf at the lame ta 'ble 
and drawing out a pencil began to write alſo, 
iwearing, *© By G--d he could write as well 
« 25 the Prelident.“ Thus vet the 


Preſident once more Warr, him to avoid” 


the room, and, on his retufal, and appeal to the 
company to obſerve how he was treated and 
threatened, turned him out with his own 
hands. | 

The Preſident then iſſued out his warrant to 


apprehend Wilks, and bring him before him- 
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218 Majeſt; 5 1 uſtices in the 
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Wand, to aniwer lor the inſult om litted upo: 
. 1 
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himſelf and directed the conſtable, to Whon 
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it was given in charge, to carry hum "before anv 


quitic e Of his own nomination; according“ 
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Was immediately taken and carried (at 
requeſt) before Mr. Benjamin Walker, wh 
refuſed to hear 25 n aint, hoes 4 pretext 
that the warrant eing tO bring #/7tks CHONG 
the Preſident, he, as an . WOu 
meddle with it, as it might be look'd upon as 
an encroachment upon the + rehdent's autho- 
rity. | 

"he | Frefdent - erefore drew up another 
Woke whereby the conftable was r-quired 
to bring N ot: re Malter, and lent it to 
Waiker to fign, whie! eh he did; and the 
Warrant being obeyed, the Preſident appear- 
ed before the juſtice ; and it being ſuggeſted 
hat Wilks was going to fail for St. Kitts 
upon his maſter's affairs, and that te to detain him 
in ſuch a juncture might be of great PEE: ejudice 
to his maſter s buſine s, the Poſe dent (upon 
the undertaking of one of the pe rſons preſent 
for his appearance to anſwer the complain 
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upon his teturn,; conſented to his being di- 
charged. 

But he not offering „ himſelf before a magi- 
2 upon his return to antwer the charge 
againſt him, and inſtead thercof appearing 
upon all occaſions befor © the Preſident, at- 
el by a retinue ot {ations people, With an 
appearance 5 triumph; th at gentleman or- 
dered the conſtabie to apprehend and bring 9. 

OP R 


him before Mr. Michael Dyer (in the abſenc 
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[ 19 | 
of Ir. Watker., who took care to be out [3 
of the way) W Mich was done; but that [i] 


ingenious juſtice ould not find out that there 

any crime or misbehaviour in offering the 
= Ri inſults to the firſt magitrate in the 
country - The Preſident therefore being de- 
termined to tupport that: authority, without 
which nog ernment can be walten. d, or- 


xx z 
dered the offender to IND brought beſore him- 
ſelf, and immediately cauſed him to be let in 
the ſtocks fer half an hour, n was the 
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ing brought an action again {A him tor t hus vin- 


, 1 FAS 
my & + 


dicating his own autho rity, A j ary of the kad 


| bitants Was e who gave him an hundred 
| pounds for damages. | 

| Some time after this affair, the Preſident, 
b being at his by other's houſe, Wilks came into 


the company, and though his on RARE, 


. _ Wh ward Frye (v ho could not but Know it 
Bs hat his brother, the Prefident, mui think it | 
improper to ſuffer him in his preſence after 
what! had paſſed) Ae him to withdraw, he 
; was as far from obeying the me aſter, as he had 
; before been from ating the magiſtrate 3 
whereupon the Pre ident ſaying he ſeemed not 
diſpoſed to obe ed any body, and inſiſting upon 
Bis vithdre WI! be N lied, that the Prehdent 


Was not Tü upO! his ow! blantacion, and 
therefore had no puſineſs to command there 
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The Preſident then telling him, that he had a 
right to command all over the iſland, and that 
if he (Mills) did not withdraw, he would 
make him do it, for that, as an inferior, he 
would not ſnffer him to remain in his 1 4 
pany; the other told him, that“ By G--4 
* was not his inferior, nor would he be ENT 
& as an inferior; and advancing up to the 
Preſident with his fiſt clenched, added, © and 
if you dare to ſtrike me, I will make you 
* ſmart for it.” After ſuch a provocation, 
who will wonder to hear that the Preſident 
caned him? He did it, and very ſeverely &. 
When the action brow zht by ir hs againſt 
the Preſident for letting him in the ftock 
Was tried, Michael 44 bite Was employed a 48 
council for the plaintiff, and took that oppor- 
tunity to abuſe the Preſident with the higheſt 
ſeurcility, calling him, amongſt other appella- 
tives, Turkiſh Baſha, and even enciting the 
people to ſedition and diſobedience of his au- 
thority : All this the Preſident, whilſt in 
court, patiently v bore ; 5; but ſceing bite after- 
wards, he c: alled him an inſolent old ſcoundrel, 
and told him he ae beat him, but for his 
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cowardice, and t that on Ti Og ſh--t upon him, 
were 1t not that! White might ſeek Ta revenge 
for it by law: 1 9 - Rad ay o i Ireat gave 552 & t00 
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* This Hiss afterwards brought © another action againit 
1 8088 nt tor Calling num thief, but the Prefident un- 
luckily proving his having robbed his malter of a quantity 
of rum to pay for a Jaced vaiſtcoat ; this ; hop \etul aitempt 
milſearrics Note alſo, that this theft was committed be- 


tre the % III C C11 ent ot the 131%! attan DET! 
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At hh + AO 4 
the Prelident. 


it furniſhed thoſe who did not love him with © 
moſt RO nick-name to call him by; 

and therefore he was afterwards the great {| pring 
and pr 1 mover of the unpeachm ent, in 


which the reader may be aſſured this ſhitten 


INcnace was not forgotten. 

And for theie offences another complaint was 
alſo cxtubited againft the Preſident to governor 
Thoy FAS. 

A French veſſel coming to Mont ſe- rrat, 2 e 
lying off and on upon the coaſt for two daz 
ind then Hanning to an anchor in the ad: 
where ſhe lay ſeveral hours, and afterwards 
dragged 3 anchor and went off to ſea, with- 
out the captain's waiting on the commander in 

chief as he ought to have done, purſuant to 
treaties, the acts of oy Ge, and his Maje ſty I 
in{tructions, the Preſident went into the town 
to enquire | the reaſon of it, and declaring it was 
an inſult upon the fort, faid he would hire 2 
ſloop to go after her and bring her back again; 


whereupon one doctor 8 Farell imper- 


tinently condem ned this declaration, although 
he had juſt ſeen anoth er perſon mod deitly ſub- 
mit, upon being check'd by the | Pr SHER for 
offering » his advice una Ik d; Farel; being re- 
buked for this behas wy jump ed up and truck 
the Preſident in the face, Wo thereupon laid 
hu a on his ſword, but after a moment's 
recollection quittec it again, and lifting up his 
ſtick was going to have beaten him, but fare! 
recoiling back in the moſt manife kt terror, the 
Preiident deſiſted from that intention allo, and 
committed him into cuſtody ; however, he 
was afterwards admitted to bail by Mr. Earle 
Dantel, 
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Daniel, one of the Joſtices of the iſland, 


who { by the bye) was always forward in 
encouraging inſults upon the Prefident, : who 
being ſoon afterwards ſuperſeded, Furell 
was never proſecuted for this moaſtrous in- 
ſult. | | 

Michal White, junior, having handed about 
a ſcandalous libel again! ſt the Preſident and the 
gunner of the tort, who were pointe d at under 
the names of Dn 2iitxote and Sancho Panca ; 
and having (at the Hick time) written thoſe 
names (but 11} pelt) upon a publick taVern 
table, the Prefidcnt being formed by whom. 
it was done, Moe upon: the table , Under it, a 


8 


recommendation io hte to learn to ſpell of 
his aunt, or couzin, it being dubious vw], ich of 


the two the was {lor it is to he noted that her 
mother had lam with H4:te's grandfather and 
uncle, and could not tell to w hich of them to 


lay the child) and in the ſame writing he was 


adviſed to learn Sν⁰νxꝗb of another aunt of his 


who was houiſckeeper to a Tew. A bhile farac 
Gays 1 took the Prefident aſide, under 


PAs 


pretence of aſking him if he wrote that re 
commendation, and unawares ſtruck bim 
over the head with 113 ſtick in the moit cows 
ardly manner, and repeated his blows; but 
the Preſident, who had been in ſome me: alure 
ſtunned by the Hr blow, ſoon rec overed þ Im- 
ſelf, and in return knocked the born. 
and then committed him to gaol; but the 
Preſident's ſuſpenſion a ſhort time after warde 


prevented his mectins with any further pu- 


niſhment, 


The 


1 
The Preſident one time braking of an an- 
cient maider lady, a that the once drank Aa 
1 oy urine, and gat ſome parrot's dung, to 
ace ed Tall Or _ 4 monkey, the potte f * of 
winch would not let her have them upon any 
other rms; nd though this ridiculous ſtory 
was notoric ul true, and not leſs publick, the 
e eg alter it nad been in the wouths of 
Me £1197 oh was charged upon him as a moſt 
horrid piece of ſca ndai and defamation, 

in uy year 1759, flour was fo di e, 
dear in Mon#tferrat, that the inhabitants TE 
in he mimoſt dit ſtreſs for want of it: nel thi 
exigency the Preſident raiſed 800 J. currency 
upon his own credit, and expended th at ſum in 
the e purchaſe of a cargoe of flour, which he 
procured at one third part leſs than the then 
current price, and diſtributed the fame amonglit 
the inhabitants in ſmall quantities wn rime colt; 
but this action alſo was treated as rievance, 
and 1 as a moſt cruel in ry - the 
merchants by beating down their market; fo 
ready were the habits to ee of the 
Preſident upon every occaiton, and even with- 
out occafio:., 

At length, towards the end of the year 1753, 
theſe ill LINES: broke out with the utmoſt 
violence; for A motion Was made Th the at. 
ſembly of the iſland then fitting, and which 
conſiſts of no more Tan twelve members, for 
impeaching the Preſide nt to the govern e 
neral of the Leeward Jſſauds and the council of 
Meontjſerr of, of nig ZN crimes and mitide melee 


7 


and a vote paſſed according, ply - winch the Pre- 
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cil-chamber | and there made a ſpeech, in 
which he told the council and aſſembly he had 
always acted for the honour and - dvantage of 
the Wand : 2nd that though he could by his 
auth; ity prevent th. meeting of the aſſembly, 
and hereby put it out of their power to pro- 
ceed againſt him, he was deter to give 
full ſcope to their reſentments, by ph itting 
them to ſit as oſten as they pleaſed, and added, 
that he had been happy enough Cer he 
reſided to have knaves and fools for his ene- 
mies, and hoped to continue 1n that happy 
tate. This ſpeech furniſhed them with a 
pretence {Or another of the articles of impcach- 


ment afterwards exhibited againſt him. 


About the ſame time, or a day or two be- 
fore, the Preſident had ordered the en ing 
51 ft ; > . Lion f- xs tu ck 19 which % © hot 
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[263 5 
© Manſell IVilks's, and Dr. Patrick Farrell's 
* advocates, that they are welcome to do their 
worſt, by the aſſiſtance of malignant and 
ſhort-memory men. Nay, the Preſident's in- 
ſolence may be complained of, for repri- 


manding the marſhal, who gave him no at- 
tendance on the King s birth-day ; or what 
other crimes may be alledged againſt Capt. 
Frye, ſuch as making alarms; putting OY 


ers on the fort for their abſence at muſte 


tying foot-men for neglect of their toys 
giving charges to grand juries at courts of 


ſeſſions, to preſent undutifulneſs in children 


towards their parents; and other practices 
which no man ever had the impudence to 
exclaim at before. They may cenſure him 
for going to public devotion, diſcommending 
bad husbands, aduiterers, filthy tornicators, 
and. Scotcy Jacobites : They may make what 
they can of his detaining the Prench ſhip, 


and threatening to t on. a pretended law 


yer, for openly abu ing/him in the court- 
houſe. Notwithſtanding his miſconduct, 
unarm'd, be can ſing, Integer | Lite, Se. 
and, arm'd, Heron, Dendoron, lis little be 


* values them.” 


The afſembly afterwards proceeded upon 
the unpeachment, of which, and of the a anſwers 
to it, with the aſſembly 5 reply thereto, copies 
c here inſerted, 
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a breach of the peace, 
ul; that he wo | 
when a Arsch of the peace was committed 
upon him, tho! he was not then in the exe- 
* cution of his «Sis > 1 2 any other juſtice 
of the peice to commit, or bind over, the 
offender, to ſecure the 3 but when ſuch 
offender applicd to tome other Juitice of the 
peace to be relcaſed from Bis impri ilonment, 
which was ordered by the {aid George Prve, 
by finding {urc ies of the peace, he, the ſaid 
Hy, endeavoured t influence ſuch juftice of 
the FPEace c obj F E frenger to be bound 
in a very /arge jum, and intimated to ſuch 

ice as if he was to act under his, the ſaid 
Frye, direction, and was ubjech to his con- 


Y 


II. That the ſaid George Frye, in conſe- 


* quence of bs prov „ ſeveral perions, by 


cd | ; 
85 abuſing and ſcandalizi 1g U lein, Otten ges 
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arm d, in an unuſual manner, with a ſword 
and a pi/tol in 515 Pands, and another perſon 
attending hin , 18 anc er i comcent. ed. 
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28 
© III. The faid hs Frye, under colour 
of his offices of Preſfilent of his Majeſty's 
council, and juſtice of peace, „ nn and 
evilly ed. and afterwards inficted an un- 


ce heard-of ble, 14, upon one Manfell Na- 


40 
ce 
cc 


ec 


thamel Wilks, a: infant, in a moſt ignomi- 
nious and bar! barous manner, with the otmoſt 
rancour and malice, ang for no real, but 
ſuppoſed „ 1 an indignity or Woe; 
and this puniſhment was ordered by the ſaid 
George Frye, without even the formality of 
a tria/, to be inflicted on the faid Manſe!// 


Nathaniel Wilks, by tying his right leg to the 
pg pol half art hour; that the ſaid 


George 5 cauſed the ſaid Maz fell Natha- 
niel IWilks to be carried before Michael Dyer, 


Eiq; a juſtice of me peace, to be tried for 
* the tame ſuppoſed off cc; who, upon ex- 


475 the matter, could not find the faid 
Manfell Nathan! 2 * gu! ilty of any of- 


f Jie 5 When zuſtic e Dye 7 i acquitte 4 the {aid 


Nils; the ſaid George Frye had a warrant 


and an order , ready drawn, 1n his DOC ket, 


to inſict the ſaid piiniſhment ; and immedi- 


* ately gave both the faid warrant and order 


to che conſtable, and directed him to inflict 


* the ſaid puniſhmerit on the ſaid Manſell Na- 


3 


4 


* thaniel Wilks; that when the ſaid Manſell 
Nathaniel Wilks delivered an execution to the 


Deputy Provoſt Marthal ag gainſt the taid 


* George Frye, to levy the dam ages and coſts 


>. had recevered of him for the a Fas; wid 
mori onment and wrong, the id Georg 
Frye uhu Lay beat him, the faid Manſell 
Natbarsel Blks, for the ſeme. 

1 IV. That 


129 


© IV. That the ſaid George Frye, as Preſi- 
be dent. of his e to) council, and a juſtite 
t of the peace, has ab⁰] d the authority he was 
te entruſted with; by virtue of thoſe offices, in 
* making uſe of the King's proceſſes for ſmiſter 
« and vile purpoſes, and to cover and encou- 
** rage other violent and arbitrary proceedings, 
* in order to deprive tits Majeſty” s ſubjects of 
* their liberty, and inen tlem in their Hro- 

* perty ; and, as an inttance hereof, that he, 
er the Gd George Hrye, iſſued a warrant, on 
* a Sunday, to arreſt one Rookesby to anſwer 


* ſome complaint; by virtue of which war- 


{© rant the iaid Rookesby was arreſted, and 
© brought before the faid George Frye, and 
ce was kept under arreſt till late the lame day, 

*© when the ſaid George Frye. ordered him to 
* be releaſed ; and had then and there ſeveral 
< perſons ready, who immediately ferzed the 
* ſaid Rookesby, and carried him, by for: an 4 
*© arms, on board ſome veſſel to It. Chri/ hophe 7. . 


% V. That the ſaid George Frye is a perſon 
* of a lewd life and converſation, and even in 
'* the ſeat of jvſtice, as Preſident of the court of 

* grand ſelfrens, behaved in a moſt indecent and 
e immodeſt manner, by obſcene and lewd 
© expreſſions, tending to corrupt the morals of 
the people, and to bring his Majeſty's go- 
“ yvernment into contempt, with a further ma- 
e licious intent to defame one of the grand jury, 


«© VI. That the faid George Frye, in order 
* to qv: e hi Aff bot and to vent 
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[ 30 } 
his ſpleen againſt particular perſons, has ta- 
ken the opportunity to back-bite ſome, and 
to ander and reproach others preſent, when 
giving a charge to the grand jury, as Pre- 


"ftdent of the court, of grand ſeſſians; and 


directed the 
: them ; 
juſtice, Who vas preſent, 


| Who! had the cour. Age 


given ſuch matters in charge, he 
grand jury to take u notice of 
one of his aſſociates, a 
and ſo reproached, 
offered to juility hr felt, he ordered him, 
imperiouſly, % 75 Jpeat another word, 


* after having g 


and, when 


VII. That the faid George Fry? has treated 
all his fellow juftices {itttn 5 in judgment with 
him, with indecend y and contempt, for dif- 
fering i in opinion with him; particularly, by 
telling them, 1n open Count he was lorry to 
lee ſo /itfle 7 Je upon the bench. 


« VIII. That the faid George Frye, in order 
to eſtabliſh an arbitrary power aud tyranny, 
tbreatened to put ſome counſellors at law in 
2 ſtochs, for being concerned againſt im in 

's of law; ard to ule others in io baſe and 


a ſe 


2 a manner as is indecent to be ex preſs'd. 


IX. That the ſaid George Frye, to pro- 
ITLOUE bis arbitrar * P3 wer and ! 17 1, and CO 
ri and be revenged of partic ular perſons, 
tO pute nis 1 
commands; made frequent alarms without 
any cauſe, th ereby brit wing himſelf, and the 
70 ty of bis Oct, into conte Ol aud ridi- 
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©X. That the ſaid Ge: roe Hrye, in a riotous 


** and ORD: cal manner. e one Millian 
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Dyett to be brought be nore him, and whit 
by his Negrots my. a white ſervant. 


*© XI. And whereas the repreſentatives of 
this iſland, in aſſembly m et, taking ene 


* fideration the gene Ws chi fame and Bad nd 


miniſtration of George Frye, in bs office by of 
Preſident of the council and ; juftice of the 
peace, appointed a committee to draw up 
articles to charge him with high crimes and 
miſdemeanors; that the ſaid George frye, in 
order to intimidite the repreſentatives, pub- 
liſhed a ſcurrilous writmg, inſolently « lefying 
them to do their w artt, aſper/ing all the 
members of the jaid committee partici ar ly, 
by name, with ſcandalous aſſertions and in- 
finuations ; ard ſhewing the higheſt contempt 
and zndig enity to the whole body of the people 
repreſented in the alembly, And, in order 
to give the afſembly the moſt convincing 
proof of the h7ghe/? con, ompt and bad Wis 
he had of them. he fol them, in a body met 
together, before his Majeity's council, upon 
a conference, by Vis directions, that they 
were fools and tn zaVes, and þublifhed a WrIHng 
much to the ſame pur poſc. 


« All which crimes and miſdemeanors the 
atſembly are ready 79 f. we, whereby he hath 


abuſed the. truſt repo ed in him by his Ma 


jeſty, and hath moſt gricvouſly offer: dedoges rift 
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„ 
te nity, the rights and liberties of the ſub; eck, 
* * the Jaws and J Patutes, and the pz ts and 

5d government of this iſland : And the ſaid 
i by: ſaving to themſelves the liberty of 
* exhibiting at any time hereaſter, any other 
* article or impeachment againſt the ſaid George 


*« Frye ; and allo of replying to his anfwers, 


*© or any of them, and of offering proofs of all 
** the premiſles, or any of them; and of any 

© other article or impeachment that Hall be 
* exhibited by them, as the caſe ſhall require, 


* do pray, that he, the faid George Frye, be 


put to anſwer to all and every the premiſles ; 

* and that ſuch tae examination, trial, 

85 judgment, and exemplary puniſhment, may 

© be thereup on had and executed, as 1s agree- 
able to law and juſtice.” 

True Copy. 
* 

The AnsweR of the Honourable George Frye, 
Eſq; Pre fident of his Majeſty's council in 2 
and of Montſerrat, to the articles of im- 
feachment of high crimes and miſdemeanors 
egainſt bim, by the. Commons in afſembly met, 


mn their own name, and in the name of all the 


( ; 5 274 „ 
OMMONS 0} 1100 fad zflds¹d. 


Reſponſe t9 Articie J. 
H E ſaid George Frye, for anſwer to the 
4 X firſt article of impeachment atorefaid 
: „ again him, denies the arge of calumny, 
© of diſturbing the peace, or of endeavouring 
* to form divifions and quarrels, by words or 
* writing of any fort, in manner public or pri- 
1 vate, either of perſo ns liv ing or dead. De- 
ies 


n 
Jr 
R 


331 | 
* nies that he has, in open court of grand ſeſ- 
** ons, where he had the honour to preſide, in 
* any fort, poſitively or inſinuatively, defamed 
* any perion or perſons whatſoever with any 
* crirne, cognizable or not cognizable, by the 
e ſaid court: But true it is, that the ſaid George 
ce Frye hath been actually aſſaulted ſeveral 


ce times in his perſon, inſepar able from his of- 


< fice, in the abſence of his ſuperiors, during 


* his command as Preſent of his Majeſty 8 
* council within the aforeſaid iſland of Mon- 
* ferrat: And true it is alſo, that he hath 
committed ſuch offenders for having aſſaulted 
him as aforeſaid, and very juſtly, and what 
any juſtice of the peace, in the like caſe, 
might have done, without being under my 
neceſſity of receiving bail, as the ifland, a 
* ſuch times of offence given, was well 2 
« vided with magjittrates in the commiſſion of 
the peace, who, upon tender of ſurety for 
e Keeping the peace, and or being of good 
behaviour, might, on application therefore 
made, have taken the recognizance of any 
% ſuch offenders. 

© If the commander of a province be aſ- 
« faulted, it is not uſual for him to take bail, 
being a judicial act, it is a duty delegated to 
inferior officers, who by law have ſuch of- 
fence under their notice ; and better to ſuch 
* officers aforeſaid ſtanding indifferent, between 
© party and party, than to be taken by the 
*« perſon offended: The authority of wich 
e aforeſaid magiſtrates the ſaid George Frye hath 
* not attempted to hinder or ens: much 
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« Ie hath he ever uſed any methods lor fu 


F encing 


| „ 
ec encing the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's 
* peacc from doing their duty on any ſuch oc- 
% caſion. | | 
« It greatly ſurprizes the ſaid George Pye, 
© and mutt be matter of aſtoniſhment to all 
© perſons of judgment and reaſon, that the. 
* court of grand ſeſſions aforeſaid ſhould be 
* charged with filence, and not taking notice 
* of offences, of defamations, offered by him 
© in the ſaid court; no animadverſions thete- 
* upon having been made by ihe ſaid court in 
* their records or minutes, or in any other, 
* manner; nor is it leſs wonderful to find (as 
* by this article againſt the 1aid George Frye 
charged) that any pretence, or feigned cauſe 
« of provocation, could bear a comment in 
ce favour of ſuch offenders having aſſaulted him 
5e as aforeſaid, flander being no juitification for 
an aſſault. | 


Reſponſe to Article II. 

«© That in confcquence of ſuch inſults and 
* aſſaults acknowledged by the firft article of 
% impeachment aforelaid, to have been offer'd 
* to the ſaid George Frye, by perſons uſing 
© violence with him, he did often go armed, 
* as was expedient and neceffary for his de- 
* fence, finding the malice and outrage of his 
* adverſaries fuch as gave him reaſon to think 
ee and judge, that unleſs he had in ſuch man- 
* ner armed himſelf, their outrages might have 
* terminated in the worſt execution oi their 
„ ill-diſpoſed intentions. 


make out urticles of :rnpeachment againſt the 


{28 ] 


Re ponfe 0 Article III. 


= Th Jat itt the Vat 
ſtand the fame as 


er charged by this article, 
t may, the offence made 
h 1 


out by verdict, with judgment and execution 


thereupon granted aguinſt the ſaid George 
Frye, in favour of Mr. Wilks, hs becn oy 
ried on to the full meaſure of the law, be- 
yord which nothing further can be done; 
and therefore all cauſe of complaint in that 
behalf is fully anſwered and atoned for. Sir 
Chaloner Ogte, in his proceedings agauilt the 


reſpondent, paid one thouſand pounds da- 


mages ; and what further ſatisfaction dia the 
ſaid reſpondent receive from the ſaid Sir 
Chaloner ? Did the Commons in Great Bri 
tain ever make 2 cauſe of impeachment 
againſt Sir Chaloner for any ſuch matter ? or 
was he ever. diveſted or turned out of any 
of his poſts or employments on that OCCa- 
fion ? 

The common courts of juſtice, appointed 
Br redreſs of injuries, when hy | 


dreſs, ta ce way, and put an end to all cat 
of e conſideration there cupon. EIS Ms 


jeſty's court of King's-Bench and Common= 


. . 1 o SR 
5 Ple; as in this ifland WE 2 ven an e redreis 
& for Mr, iis's action againſt the 4 84 dent; 
* and it ſcems as ti hey hr was wanting to 


„* RY 


reſpondent, hy Fe epeating and bring 21; 8 Into 
conteſt a matte: that had been alrca dy de- 
termined. No body ought to be twice queſ- 


tioned for the lame ns or to 5 twice 


puniſhed tor one fault. 
And 
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te And as to the laſt part of the charge, in 
ce the third article contained, for a ſecond aſ- 
* fault made by the reſpondent on Mr. Wilk, 
© let the matter in evidence thereupon be heard, 
© as well on the part of the reſpondent as on 
* the part of the accuſers; and thereupon this 
5 reſpondent doth refer himſelf, for excuſe, 
and clearing himſelf of the inhumanity and 
© hard treatment wherewith he is, on that 
* occaſion, charged by the ſaid article. 


Reſponſe to Article IV. 

© To this fourth article, particularly to the 
impriſonment of Rookesby, the ſaid George 
& Frye apſwers, that the ſaid Rookesby was a 
* mariner, who had had the charge and com- 
e mand of a veſſel at St. Chriſtopher's, which 
*© he ſold there, and who had hkewile ran away 
e from his creditors there, having withdrawn 
* himfeltro this iſland with deſign to have tranſ- 
* ported himſelf rom hence out of the govern- 
*© ment, and out of the reach of its laws, and 
410 to * cluded and defranded his credi- 
*© tors; whereof one, namely, Capt. Thomas 
«© Hoodward, a mariner and merchant in c. redit 
e at St. Chriſt 22 er” 5 afurciald, naving gained 
" intelligence, {ent ad: VICE thereof to his bra- 
<q ther, Capt. Samuel Woodward, in Myntferrat, 
«© requiring that the ſaid Rookesby ſhould be ar- 
«reſted and tc pt at Meontjerrat ; and the ſaid 
% Samuel Z/oodward, upon application to this 
Fe reſpondent for ſuch aforelatd purpoſe made, 
e prevatizd on tim to flay the jaid George 
„ Rookesby's departure from Montſerrat. on the 
N Sunday, intended for his departure, which 
« was 


137 
« was accordingly done, and the ſaid Rookesby 

e /hipt to Sf, Chriſtopher” s the next day. 

« Sheriffs having the care of his Majeſty's 
counties, and arreſting debtors on; Sundays, 
* and keeping them in durance and cuſtody 
« till next day, ſo as to anſwer juſtice, yet, 
have they been //77h/ly animadverted upon by 
the judges thereof, becauſe done in favour 
and promotion of juſtice. True it is, regu- 
« larly, that debtors ſhould not be arreſted on 
« Sundays, being no law-day; however, the 
* thing ſo done is valid, and the debtor de- 
** tained till next day, ſhall be obliged to find 
*© bat]: Nor is there any reaſon that any offend- 
« ers againſt the law, under the ſhadow and 
* cover of the law, ſhonld elude and eſcape 
* from anſwering che law; 120 11e, in all caſes 

« where the reaſon of the jaw 1ails, tiere alſo 
** the law itſelf ccaſcs and Se and w _ the 

* ordinary means of juſtice are deficient, re- 
* courſe is had to means extraordinary. 

ie to A Ar tic li * 

© Denies that the reſpondent is a perſon of 
© lewd life and converſation, and defies his 
© accuſers to give any one inſtance, or proof, 
8 Aunce his having been honoured with the 

command of this iſland, of his lewd life and 

* converſation; and fo returns the charge of 
7 - and diſſolute behaviour on his adver- 
<« faries and accuſers, whom it would much 
better become to look at home and mend 
* their own lives, rather than wrongfully to 
*© charge this ref} pondent with offences where- 
unto he pleads not guilty, 
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Re/ Gon to Article VI. 
e J this nts i the ſaid George Prye an- 
* ſwereth, that the fame is ſo general, with- 
* out detcending to, or mentioning any par- 
te ticular perſons therein charged to haye been 
* hack bitten, ſlandered or reproached by him, 


e that he canngt anſwer thereunto, turther, 
* than by denying this article in general, and 
* by calling upon Eis Aruſer for ſome parti- 
e cular proofs of that which hath been in ge- 
ner! manner afor eſaid alledged af 48 zainſt him. 


Reſhanſe to Article VII. 
To this article the ſaid George Frye an- 


4 fwers in like manner as he has anſwered to 
< the ſixth article aforciaid. 


Reſponſe to Article VIII. 


© N this article, being alſo a general charge, 


ee without ſetting forth any particular acts of 


” ing. againſt any counſellors at law for 
being ee in ſuits againſt him, this 


* reſp: „ent anſwereth in the negative, gene. 
© rally, as unto the fi fixth 21d een ch articles 


* aforeſaid, excepting ogly that for ill manners 
ec ed by 1 Fit Eg; in the cauſe 
© between Menfell Ni and this reſpondent, 
© and for which the ſaid Michael was check'd 
and reproved, by he cord, as à railing pleader, 
* and who had, in his utterance at the bar, 
* dignified the ſaid reſpondent with the ap- 

© pellation of Tyrant and Turk; HBaſta; the 
n w) ledgech that, 
for his com- 

* pliments, 


15 epondent ingenu⸗ 2aily 0 
in return to the ſaid A= hat 


n 
* 


12 


. 

plürnents, after corniny "out of. Court, he,” 

0 This reſpondent, told the faid Michaol "hat 
1 he Would * te upon | him, 


ÞY es þ 


Reſp 0. to etch IX. AE 2 


To this article the faid George Frye an- 


<« (wereth and. gcenmoledgetp, that, havin 

« lately expected the arr "val of his excellency 
0 George Thomas, E q; he had-canfed alarms, 
« at ſeveral times, to have been frred, having 


« Obierved that the inhabitants of Montfers; 22 


were very inexpert in he management and 
* exerciſe of their arms; and that it would 
require much diligence aud pains to form and 
6e bring them into an orderly method and way 
* of exerciſe ; and that, in order to bring this 
er about, as well to their own credit, as for re- 
e ceiving his {aid Exce 3 in the moſt becorn- 
ing mil tary manner, he fo did, with deſign 
* to improve the inhabrt. nts in the orderly me- 
* thod and Way of excrcite : aforeſaid, without 
s acting contrary ta e laws aud ſtatutes of 
* this iſland in fuch cal made and provided; 

© with which laws the (aid accufers do not 
e feein to be acquainted, any better than with 


the decency and refpect with which chief 


e governors ought to be received, 


Reſponſe to 4 X. 
9 10 this article the ſaid G. bg 4 F. al- 


„ 17 


©* ſwereth, that the fai 1 sli an Dyelt pre- 


6 {ented himfelf naked {iis ob{cuns parts un- 
** Covered) before the GA George Ve and his 
wife; offended at ſuch behaviour, the ſaid 

— A Ur ge Frye ordered. his over: r to give the 
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40 J 
ſaid William Dyett two or three laſhes with 


a whip, as a juſt reprimand for his appear- 
ance, and perſiſting to appear, aſter having 


* "i th commanded to withdraw himſelf from 
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10 


the fight of the faid George Frye and wife 


«* aforeſaid. 


Reſponſe to Article XI. 
© To this aracle the ſaid George Frye an- 
fwereth, by appealing to the paper thereby 
nc oi, and by re quiring his accuſers 
to produs e the ſane ſubmitting himſelf to 
all the advantages whatev« r therefiom to be 
made out agaiait him, and to the judgment 
of all mankind, whether innocent, and be- 
ing ſatisficd with one's own behaviour, any 
man, foreſceing the il deſigns brewing a- 
againit 10 and ca alle d in queſtion by thoſe 
in place under him, can be called inſolent 
for Sing his adverfaries, whom the re- 
ſponde nt Call ; intrepidiy y defies, and nov calls 


upon, as he Hd Py" bath called upon 


them, to give their rage and ſpleen all the 
indulgence and play, which, in their own 
way, they have tor the anſclves judged expe- 
dient and convenient to do. 


The 


The Aſſembly's REPLICATION 


ing now danger ous 1 
* 11G ug continue in tlie 
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the Honourable George . rye, Eq; 


H E aſſembly have taken into . 
ation the anſwer of the Honourable 


4 


George Frye, Eſq; to the ſeveral articles of 


impeachment of high crimes and miſde- 
meanors, exhibited by them againſt the ſaid 
George Frye, and do obſer de that he has 
made no anſwer to many of the 1aid articles; 


and has {Re many others over with little 
evaſions and fil! i excutes, But the aſſembly 


highly reſent one part of his anſwer, whereby 
he recriminates the aſſembly for their lewd 
lives and convertations, and gives out many 
other vile alperſions 21 20d de famations of them, 
whereby he is gulity of a mot impudent and 


* 


ſcandalous libæ; for which the aſſembly 


might demand YOUr , x CC _ 5 immediate 
judge nent as aint hin: But, to avoid any 


delays, knowing your ! ellency propoſes 
but a ork tay | up 0¹ 
t 1 che public that he 
} re ba Dn ple CES he CI. 


, the aſſembly do aver their Charge againit 


him to be true, and thar the faid Ges arge Frve 
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- p „ ee dee 
is guilty in "x manner as he ſtands accuſed 


and impcached; and that the affermbly will 


be ready to prove their chars ge ag Zainft him 


at ten O clock to-morrow morning,” 
7 rue Copy. 
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Several reflections naturally occur to the 
„ > — * , V ces, 
mind upon peruting theſe extra ordinary pi a, 
and amon oſt them NONE is more obvic zus chan 
this, that it vas a very high preſumptic n in 
twelve planters it Mo atferrat, under the pre- 
IN 29 . * 
text of their being the 1 repreſentatives of the 
4 £ & * 8 > 4 La | 
Commons e to arrogate tO themſelves a 
ls 1 with the greateſt, enjoyed 
privuege que 1 the res ll, en jc ot 
the Commons 0; red FF DEYTdH ; pri vilege 
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indeed the aim has on ly een to get the ob 
: 7 ec - OM NIGINT Lo TAE 
R PE 12 74 3 2 151 4} 34 10 1 - 
NOXICUS N TION 161 pe ＋ & Cit , i, C 1131. £4 A A * 
+ ] A r „* 
COVE! Ol, (GY CE FMLA nds! 441 CT \ 4 48 UE 1 
O . 7 3 1. 
V- * „ * $4 4% 4 9 = 4 17 42 * WE © , K ' ) 
dy ſufficient reaſons) has had its effect; but 
1 | - F 9 1 { et fxJ(37\J .4 7 2 Tir 
then the governor can UNY ibLipeiin, d cahnot 
inflict puniſhment, How abu rd, therefore, 
|; 2 4 1 * f 5 ons ; "1r 22 * 2 + art, 
muſt the pretended pep f irapeaching appt 
+ % % ** d, 
when it is moit e the be rfon : accuſe 
2 15 Wo Vs is ; * Gn? 4 = 14 YN 
and againſt whom exemplar : 
) J 4 5 HE wort her 
1258 b, d. Canis 9. Wen CUILYIC 7 5. Li Inne 
C3 A A\# > . [ 
Y 5 4 
At 2 except that julpe mio MAY De Cal 
1 8. 2 f 1 N LY * 
E & + r: ir 18 
YH TION Vici! Hie YON Sor Bas Ii s 
puni ument, WINCH: Ii & 80 | 4 ; yy 
„ lt mes th linie vv 0 41 Im- 
pO er at all CHIICS 1 infict \ WITNOUL 5 My 
hot 2 Iny CGI Plalnt 


peachiner it, and VICE Wit 
o s # 

made ; | 
/ . 
Fg 


# 


— 

* * 

„„ 
- 


4 F * 
„„ 
Joy 7 
N . 
P Fr L 
ES 1. fs 5x1 
a 4 4 "ms a FS * 


Tal 


The weight and conſequence of 7 gmaica i. 
too well known, to make any de ertonftratior 
of its infinite ſuperiority over Montserrat ne- 
ceſſary; the ſettlers there are wealthy, nume- 
rous, and in general well educated ; their aſ- 
2 y oni of more than 40 members, 
who are, by their fortunes, ſet above depend- 
ence, yet when theſe in e ith the 
government and council paſſed an act about 
12 years ago, to divorcs on Mr. Manning 
from his wilt, for cauſe of adultery, plainly 
proved; the royal aſſent was refuſed to it, as 
being a ſtretch of power too dangerous to be 
truſted to the diſtant repreientatives of a diſtant 
colony 


How much more reaſon would there have 
been to put an immediate ſte op to their pro- 
ceedings, had they . to impeach any 
perſon to their council for high crimes and 
MILIEINCUNOTS, in which, if they were ſuffered 
to go on, chey might lon make a very hne 
progreſs ; ; there would preſe entiy be no occaſion 
for complaints to England : For as the power 
of impeaching, if admitted againſt private per- 
ſons, might eaſily be extended againſt the 
King's s governors; here would be an excellent 
and molt compendious method chalked out ior 
ridding themſelves of thoſe who were unruly, 


+ 


Bat ſuppo!; in 5. i could be granted, that theſe 
coloniſts had a right to impeach, it muſt then 
follow, that i a rl; ht is to be exerciied in 
like manner as it is in England, from whence 
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alone they can pretend to draw their preſidents 
and their, a uthority ; but did they ever hear 
that the Exgh j Houſe of Commons prefer 
unpeachments to the King, or to the King 
and Peers? They muſt know (if they know 
any thing) that inpeachments from the Com- 
mons of Great Britain are preferred to thc 
Peers, and they alone give judgment: If there- 
fore theſe afembl; amen Were determined to 
exert ſo high a pr: ivilege, they ſhould have ! im- 

eached the Preſident to the council (who were 
to exhibit the part of the Peers of Aorntſerrat} 
alone, and not to the governor and council; 
for it is moſt certain. that the governor has no 
voice in the debates of the council, any more 
than the King of Hngland has in the Houſe of 
Lords ; for bein only his Majeſty” 5 repreſenta- 
tive, his authority (o F delegated to 


him] may re ſemble the King's, but can in no 
caſe poſſibly cxceed it. 


Of all theſe objections the Freſident was well 
aware, and conſequently thought it his duty to 
object to this novel method of proceeding ; he 
did accordingly ſtate his objection to governor 
Thomas in council, and ir nfiſted tl 1at neither had 
the aſſembly any right to impeach, nor had 
the governor and council any right to try him. 
But he, on the contrary, infiiting upon ſuch a 
right, and Sing Lord Macclesfield s caſe to 

pvc it; the Preſident at length determined 

o plead to the impeac kment. although he 
hls thought it was giving way in a moſt dan- 
gerous point; but he was induced to it by the 
conſciouſneſs of his own incocence on the one 
hand, 


Re 
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hand, and the apparent conſequences of his 
refuſing: (which yet, perhaps, he ought to have 
done) on the other ; for he foreſaw, that had 
he refuſed to plead, and demurred to the au- 
thority of the governor and council, they would 
not have ſcrupled to commit him to priſon, 
till he complied, or perhaps have taken the 
Impeachment pro confeſſo, and ſo have con- 
demned and exccuted him, without the cere- 
mony of waiting till he ſhould have time to 
appeal to England for a reverſal of their ſen- 
tence ; and if neither of theſe had been the 
caſe, his enemies would have had at leaſt an 
handle for nan 85 reputation, by giving 
out that he was guilty © the charge, and only 
eſcaped by finefle, and ming himſelf under 
miſtakes com mitted 18 the © e againſt 
him, | ; 
To proceed to theſe ſame articles themſelves, 
Articles of impeachment of high crimes and 
other miſdemc anorg, againſi the Honourable George 
Frye, Preſident of ' bis 10 es chuncil, by the 
Commons 11 aſſembiy, met in their own name, 
and in the name of all the Commons of the and 
„Montſerrat, ry a terrible ſound with the cm, 
and would natura ly induce people to fappoſe 
that ſuch a pompous introduction muſt be fol- 
lowed by charges of the moſt enormous guilt, 
ſuch as felling the iſland to the enemy, burn- 
ing houſes, plundering churches, robbing the 
community, deſtroying the conſtitution of the 
country, to make Himſelf abſolute, committing 
rapes and murders, or at leaſt they mutt ex- 
pect to find him charged with embezzling the 
public money, making a trade of his authority, 
(C127 
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corrupting the legiſlature, influencing jurymen, 
and perverting the courſe of juſtice : But how 
would they be aſtoniſhed . find their com- 
plaints dwindled into general charges, without 
time, place, or Cir cumſtance (and cont Fee 
illegal, as be ing upon that cen incapable of 
an anſwer ;) and to find mm vat the e charge S Were, 
for being a common calumniator and Aiturher 
of the a by defaming people,---for com- 
mitting pop! e to gaol who ſtruck. him, and 
then det! Fong. a ju {tice to take ſuthcient ht for 
their a - + dg for carrying weapons in his 
ſetting a We: y 18 in the 


3 


"bp - half Th 10 ur, and after wards beating 
him; * 9 aſlüittin 27 in lending > bow, by 
force, to $*. Kiuts, about 4 leagues off ;--<for 
talking indecently,---10r bache-biting,—- for tell- 
ing his ae Ty - juſtices he was forry to {ee ſo 
little ſenſe upon the bench,---ior threatening 
counſellors,---tur making alarms in the iſland, 
---fOr ng one Dyelt to be whipped, for 
bubliſhng a lcorrious wribins ane, for telling 
the mb hwy were fools and knaves : 
urely they could have the moſt favourabic 
opinion of the hende or hearts of theſe repre- 
lentat:ves of all the > Comm mons of Montſerrat. 
But if the articles themſelves ſhould aſtoniſh 
the reader, how ©, that aſtoniſhment 1n- 
© upon his Ling informed of the evidence 
offered in 1 of them, and of the true 


5 — & + \ \ 
ſtate of the facts as they appeared upon proof? 
And firſt, ove rnor Thomas and the coun- 
cil of Montſert ar, ing ſet and proceeding to 


the trya! of t ch. e Preſic ent: one Rigby proved 
the ſtory of t p. arrot and Monkey e eee 


beforc, 


5 


before; and alſo that the Prefident had once 
charged bim with Dos ng guilty of ſel f- pollution, 

and had quoted Mr. Benjamin Walter, one of 
the council, as the 1 xerfon who had told him 
of it; and this Mr. J ner was then examined, 

as ts what he had told the Pr client upon that 
occaſion, when he fwore, that to the beſt of 
his memory, 5 h ad never ſpoke thoſe words 
to the Preiident, wich Kighy had juſt ſworn 
the Preſident quoted as ſpok en by him: But it 
is obſervable, th: at upon being examined, whe- 
ther he had not jaid dme to the F ;efident. 
of the fame 2 port or effect „ Walker excuſed 
himſelt, by © ih dging that he was not bound to 
anſwer that qu eſtion ; Which excuſe was ad- 
mitted by Governor Thomas. Mum ſell Wilks 
proved that the Preſident told him, his aunt had 
been f---d by a humpback'd Scotehman; but 
Rigby being appealed to as to this matter, 

could not den 1 that Mr, Frys had his infor- 
mation from him. 

Walter Skerrat proved that the Prefident 
had ſaid that Valter was a lyar, a fcroundel 
and a ſhort memory man.---And thus much 
was proved againſt him, upon the article of 
defamation, 

Then one Dewverry was called, to prove 
that the Preſident had in the Court of grand 
ſeſſions, charged him with ſlandering the coun- 
cl}, by aflerting that they reſolved to hang his 
(De: wherry's) NESTOE, before tne 5 tried him: 
but the Preſiden t offering to call M r. Muſgrove, 
to prove the truth of the charge againſt 7 
Berry, Governor The dg WAY edi examining him, 
and the Preſident thinking it a matter not Worth 


On- 


een 
rr 
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I conſideration, did not preſs it any further. Mr. 
Wi James Huſjey alſo gave evidence, that Mr. John 
„ Bramley, one of the aſſembly, ( (who on account 

1 of his abandon'd luſt has got the nick-name of 
13 T468 Jobn Goat) coming before the court of grand 
1 5 ſeſſions as a grand jury man, very meanly clad 
in with a White cap on, Was chere reprimanded 
4 for it by the Preſident; and at laſt on his de- 
WIR | claring that he would dreis as he pleated, the 


Preſident told him, ſince he was ſo fond of a 
i white cap, be would adviſe him to wear one 
WAY on his p---k, and not keep a ſeraglio of ne- 
WHY groes.---And thus the charge of acculing per- 


4 ſons in open court, was made out. 

I The ſticking up the paper before inſerted, 

15 (which was burnt by order of the aſſc mbly) 

"hed, was urged in proof of the Preſident's writing 
ah ſcandal. 

44 The charge of the Preſident's committing 

49 perſons to priſon who ſtruck him, and reſuſing 

14 to take bail, was proved in the caſes of Michael 

1 Witte, jun. and Patrick Farrel related above; 

655 but the Preſident juſtified himſelf by urging 

It! that he being himſelf the perſon, againſh whom 

FR the breach of the peace was committed, he ap- 

171 prehended he could not diſcharge them upon 

wy bail. As to the charge of endeavouring to in- 
q fluence a juſtice of peace, to take bail in a very 
large ſum, nothing further was proved, than | 

that the Preſident deſired the juſtice to take ſuffi- 
cient bail for Farrel, that he might not run | 
away. | 

The Preſidentacknow ledged, that having been | 


ſtruck, he went armed, and took another per- 
{on with him who carried a piſtol, but not con- 
cealed; 
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[ 49 ] 
cealed; and in this he infiſted there was no 


tht ng illegal. 


The ſo: ry of 2 Nathaniel Wilks has 
been fully related already, and needs no further 
explanation, any more than that of ſending 
Rob ip 7 0 ST Kitts. 

The charge againſt the Preſident, as a perſon 
of lewd life and converſation, was ſupported 
by the evid: NCC of -a fellow who twore he nad 
once heard him propoſe an obſcene toaſt, to be 
drank in a tavern; as alfo by the proot Wen 
given, as to the - reproof he gave to Jobin Bram 
ley Tag Goat. 

Mr. //y4e was examined to Prove the Preſi- 
dent's declaration that he was lorry 0 ice fo 
little ſenſe upon the bench, but the evidence he 
gave was, that on a diſpute amongſt 5 juſtices, 
whether any perſons be ſides freeholders, ſhe auld 
be obliged to ſerve upon juries, (as had long 
been cuſtomary) or not: The majority voted 
againſt e ling any beſides trecholders to 
lerve - het FEUPON the Preſident ſaid 75 Wa 
ſorry to ſee ſo little conception upon the bench, 
for that the number of ſubſtantial freenet 
being but ſmall, if they did not put men of ſub- 
{ance who were not freeholders, 1 upon thelr 


juries, they would often be compoſe d of igno- 
rant and mean people, very unfit to act as jury- 


Nen. 


The charge of thre aten ing counſellors fer 
being concerned againſt him, was fupported by 
no other evidence but the threats beforemen= 
tioned of th----pg upon Michaeli White, 

To prove the charge about making frequent 
alar nis, One Mar ſom, a 11:2} 1ta trooper, v cS EX! 
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mined, who gave evidence, that once, and only 
ouce, he with others being ordered (by the Pre- 
ſident) out upon a party to apprehend eleven 
deſerters from the King's forces, who were 
roving about the iſland, the witneſs perempto- 

rily refuſed to go; and the Preſident thereupon 
foreſecing the conſequences of ſuch kind of 
diſobedience, and being fully authorifed by the 

ſtatutes of the land, ordered the alarm to be 
fired, which of courſe ſubjected Morſon to pu- 
niſhment, in caſe of refuſal ; but he thought fit 
to ſubmit, and beg pardon, nor was there any 
evidence offered in ſupport of this article, ex- 
cept as to this one affair, which happened three 
years before. 

The ſtory of the preſident s ordering William 
Dyctt to 5 v h 'pped, has been already related, 
and needs no other addition than this, that the 
feilow who whipped him being produced as 
an evidence on Mr. Frye's behalf, Governor 
Thomas would not ſuffer him to be examined, 

under the pretext, that by giving evidence in 
that affair, he might accuſe himſelf, and there- 
by have a proſecution commenced againſt him 
by Dyeit. However, the ſtory as above related, 
was confirmed in all particulars by Eν Wat- 
lers, one of the wache s for the impeachment, 

The charge of calling the aſſembly in a body 
fools and knaves has been already explained, 
but it is proper to add, that the Preſident after 
making the ſpeech, chich gave occaſion to this 
charge, and the ſubſtance whereoi is before 
given, ordered it to be publickly ſtuck up in 


the iſland. 
And 


9 


7 


ir 


And thus cloſed the evidence upon this im- 
peachment, nor were there any other proofs 
given, to prove Mr, Frye guilty of high crimes 
and mifdemeanours. 

However, this evidence was thought 2 ſuſlici- 
ent by Governor Thomas, to warrant his ſuſ- 

ending the accuſed, and (which is more re- 
markable) the council being (as the Prefident 
is well aſſured) eg jauily divided, the governor 


himſelf gave the caſting vote againſt him. 


But for heaven's fake! what was the proof 
given againit hun, confidered as a commander 
in chief? Or, how did any enormity in his 
conduct rec quire, or even give the leaſt coun- 
tenance, to ſo extraordinary, ſo violent, a 
proce dure? 

The whole evidence may be reduced under 
the ten vs = ds of accuſation. 

I. Three or four ut nguarded, and indecent, 


CE} JE _ 11S, : 
The ſpeaking very freely to, and of, ſe- 


ol perſons, which was interpreted into lan- 


der; ough there was not the leaſt attempt to 
hen, „„, that he had accuſed any one faltely ; but, 


on the contrary, almoſt all the ſtories 12 had 


G and, which gave occaſion for this charge 
againſt him, were notoriouſly true. 

34, The threatening to ſnh "I a man; 
or, in other words, telling a man who had 


wickedly traduced him, that he ge to be 
ſo ſerved; for, in truth, the words imply no 
more. | 

4th. The ſticking up a paper, in which no 
man living would have found a tittle of ſcandal, 
except the perſons named; nor, would they 


1 have 


* 


8 


y =2 o - C 1 
Fl "ot PST I 
_; = > 
= "es 
= " 


>» edges 
— peer. 
*＋ * W_ — 
3 I 
r 
— 


, r 222. ———— 
* PPP 


r 


— 
— —— p —̃ — -A ̃Ü— 


—— — 
— * 0 


pa — 2 
hg 


— 
4 Jo — 1 
2 
co SAI x _ 
3 * 


3 


have conſidered it as ſuch, unleſs the few 
words in it, deſcrip tive of each of them, had 
waked the ſleeping monitor within, and re- 
called ſome dark tranſactions to their memory. 

gth. The committing two perſons to > priſon, 
for ſtriking him. 

6th. The going armed in his own defence, 

7th. The ſetting Manſell! Wilks in the ſtocks, 
and beating him. 

8 h. The ſending Rookesby to Sz. C hrijtophers, 
97h, The firing alarms, as his duty required ; 
and, | 

roth, The ordering Dyet to be whipped, 

Of which, the third, fourth, fifth, ſixth, 
and ninth, wear not the leaſt ſhadow of miſ- 
conduct, 

And, as to the other five, if we conſider 
them in their or der, we all find the firſt of 
them is merelv for ſpeaking indelicately; of 
which, nothing more need to be ſaid, to put it 
in its proper light, than to deſire the reader will 
figure to himſelf the image of the Houſe of 
Commons of Great Britain, coming to the bar 
of the Houſe of Lords, with a flaming im- 
peachment againſt the Earl of Rocheſter, for the 
high, and moſt enormous crime of tal: Ing 
bawdy ; let him further in en a Lord His 
Steward, (eſpecially created upon this e 
tant occaſion) ſitting with all the peers around, 
to try that noble Th ord, the reverend prelates 
ſitting by to ſee fair play; and all the Jude ges 
of the land. attending to clear up knotty points 
of law: lafl 7 let him conceive each Pur in 


order lowly r: ing, his right hand placed pon 
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L 53 } 
his breaſt, to utter, © guilty upon my honour,” 
with conſummate dignity. 

The charge of defamation was as childiſh ; 
it by no means appears, that the Preſident ſaid 
a word more of any one perſon, than ſuch 
perſon merited ; and if he had, there was an 
eaſy remedy, they might have brought actions 
againſt ee the law was Open, as Was man 

nanifeſt, by the ſucceſs of Vilès; and it wa 
vaſtly abſurd to bring that as a charge 4 
him, in his publick character, which he had 
ſaid or done as a private man ; and for which 
he might every diy have been compelled, as 
ſuch, to make ſatisfaction, with the utmoſt 
cale. 

The affair of NIE, ought tO have been 
buried in Oblivion, for ed it ſhould be ad- 
mitted, that the Prefident had exceeded his au- 
thority ; yet Mills hid been fully indemnified 
by the verdict of a jury, for fitting in the ſtocks 
and, as to his being heaten, "there can be 
no fort of doubt, but that, encouraged as he 
was by former ſucceſſes, he would have brought 
an action for that too, had he not been con- 
ſcious, that he drew it upon himlelt, by inſults 
too outrageous, not to have juſtified the Preſi- 


dent, for treating him in ak manner; ſo that 


the damage done to Wilks, being fully repaired, 
neither he, nor the public, had the leaſt tle to 
complain, the very baſis, and foundation of that 
complaint, being tot ally removed. 

But, there is another reaſon, why the Com- 
mons of Montſerrat, would have choſe to let 
that tranſaction remain unmentioned, had their 

| wiſdom 


[ 54 ] 
wiſdom been equal to their enmity, and it 
is this, 

Captain Fry: has Gi called tyrant, and 
Turkiſh Beſh.; had he really been to, Wilks 
never would have dared to bring an action 
againſt him; had he really governed with a rod 
of iron, a jury would hardly have found a ver- 
dict againft him in the ſara of 1001, for da- 
mages, Which wc uid have been well repaired 
by 50 ſhillings; had he really been as bad as he 
1s repreſented, | he we n not ſo ſoon, nor eaſily, 
have ſubmitted to the Jury 's verdict, and paid 
the money, as he has done; had the qualities 
of his heart, been the rcverſe of every thing, 
that (hould adorn a man, he w onld not 108 

wanted means to r packed Jury, 
have even corrupt ted judges; but, e 
trary of all this is true, it is apparent as the 
noon- day ſun, that all the clamors raiſed againſt 
him, as we 31 as this redoubtable impeachment, 
are abſolutely void of all foundation, ſince he 
was equally liable with the nieaneſt iſlander, to 
be puniſhed by the ordinary means, for any in- 
juſtice done by him, without having recourſe to 
ſuch unheard of m1 ethods, 

As to the ſtory of conveying Rooꝶesby to St. 
Kitts, 8 having been already fully treated ot, 
this only ſhall be ad ded, that fome years having 
paſſed between that time, and the ſulpenſ ion of 
the Preſident, he had time enough to have 
brought an action againſt him, upon that ac- 
count, if he had ſeen occaſion; and had he done 
fo, there i is not 5 leaſt reaſon, in the world, to 
1 his actions being heard and judged 

mpartially, at Leaſt, there was no great fear 

of 


[$3 ] 


of the jury's leaning in the favour of 
Preſident. And the fame thing may be faid © 
the whipping William Dyett, 

Thus having given an impartial account of 
every tranſaction, any way relative to the im- 
peachment in queſtion, from the time of the 
Preſident's arrival at Montſerrat, to his ſuſpen- 
fion, nothing remains to be added, but that he 
has petitioned againit the ſentence, to the Lords 
of trade, and plantations, who have referred 
his petition to his Majeſty's privy council; and 
that in order to ſupport his petition, he de- 
manded of Governor Thomas, copies of all the 
depoſitions, and examinations, taken againſt 
him, which the Governor promiſed he ſhould 
have; but, efter having waited four months, 
and applied many times for them, he was in- 
formed, by the ſecretary of Montſerrat, that the 
Governor would not grant them to him, but 
had tranſmitted the originals to the board of 
trade in England, which has put Mr. Frye 
under the neceſſity of coming to England, 
(where he now reſides) at a great expence, in 
order to obtain the copies of the Informations, 
and proſecute his petition, 
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